We Will Rejoice in His Salvation
Behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man was
just and devout…and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him
by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.
So he came by the Spirit into the temple. And when the parents brought in the Child
Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom of the law, he took Him up in his arms
and blessed God and said: “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace,
according to Your word; for my eyes have seen Your salvation which You have prepared
before the face of all peoples, a light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of
Your people Israel.” (Luke 2:25-32).

Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. [T]his woman was a widow of about eighty-four years, who did not depart
from the temple, but served God with fasting and prayers night and day. And coming
in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those who looked
for redemption in Jerusalem (see Luke 2:36-38).
“He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life” (John 8:12).
“I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness. And if
anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but
to save the world” (John 12:46,47).
The Lord from eternity, who is Jehovah, came into the world to subdue the hells and to glorify His Human.
Without this no mortal could have been saved, and those are saved who believe in Him (True Christian
Religion 2).
Simeon took the infant Jesus in his arms, and blessed God and said, “My eyes have seen Your salvation, which
You have prepared before the face of all peoples (Luke 2:28-31). Here “to bless God” evidently means to
glorify and give thanks because the Lord was to come into the world, to save all who receive Him.
Consequently he calls the Lord “the salvation” which his eyes saw, which He prepares for all people. Those
are called “His people” who are in truths from good, thus who by means of truths receive Him (Apocalypse
Explained 340:3).
The Lord is light, that is, good itself and truth itself, and thus from Him stems all intelligence and wisdom,
consequently all salvation (Arcana Coelestia 3195:4).
The Lord is present with every man, urging and pressing to be received; and His first coming, which is called
the dawn, is when man receives Him, which he does when he acknowledges Him as his God, Creator,
Redeemer, and Savior. From this time a person’s understanding begins to be enlightened in spiritual things
(True Christian Religion 766).
“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for
Him; we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation” (Isaiah 25:9).

