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There was once a brave soldier and hero called Daniel. He lived in a far-
away land called Israel. Daniel always worshipped the Lord. One day, this land
called Israel was captured by the Babylonians, a powerful enemy from the
north. It was a sad day when Daniel and his soldier friends were carried off to
Babylon. King Darius of Babylon wanted them to learn the language and the
ways of his people.

Daniel and his soldier friends now lived in a land that worshipped idols, but
they did not forget the Lord their God. The very first of all the Ten Command-
ments says, “You shall have no other gods before My face. You shall not bow
down to them or serve them” (Exodus 20:3, 5). That means we should wor-
ship the Lord alone. This is what Daniel did.

Every day, in Babylon, far from his
home and the Temple of Israel, Daniel
remembered to worship the Lord. He

would go to his upper room and open
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He knew his prayer brought the Lord near
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Prayer is talking to the Lord. It was
the only way Daniel could worship the Lord in this foreign land. Three times
each day, he knelt at his window and prayed to the Lord.



We ought to pray to the Lord, too—in the morning, at mealtimes, and
when we go to bed each night. He has taught us a special prayer to use in our
worship. Can you say the Lord’s prayer? Daniel didn’t know this prayer when
he was a captive, because the Lord had not taught it yet, but he knew other
prayers from the Word.
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During his captivity, Daniel learned quickly and became one of King Darius’s
favorites in Babylon. Daniel was wise and good and, one day, King Darius
thought of making him ruler over the whole kingdom.

Some people didn'’t like this idea. They were jealous of Daniel. They wanted
to be the rulers. They set about to find a way to make it seem as if Daniel had
done something wrong, so that King Darius could not make him a ruler. They
thought and thought, but they couldn’t find any fault in him, because Daniel
was always faithful and honest.



At last, they made a plan. They knew Daniel prayed to the Lord every day.
If they could get King Darius to sign a law saying that everyone must pray only
to King Darius, and not to their own God, then Daniel could be caught. They
knew that Daniel would never give up worshipping the Lord.

King Darius signed the new law without thinking about what might hap-
pen. All he could think of was how important he would feel if everybody bowed
down and worshipped him. The punishment for breaking this law was to be
put into a den of lions.

No sooner

had King Darius
signed the law, |
than the men be-
gan to spy on
Daniel.  Sure
enough, even
though he knew
about the new |
law, Daniel went W
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wicked men who

hated Daniel and his God came to King Darius and told him that Daniel was

praying to the Lord instead of to the king.

Then King Darius realized that he had made a foolish law. He tried to
change it, wanting to save Daniel from a sure death in the lion’s den. He
worked all day until the going down of the sun, but it was too late. Even the
king could not change this law.

Sadly, King Darius commanded that Daniel be lowered into the pit with
the ferocious lions. He said to Daniel, “Your God, whom you serve continually,
He will deliver you.”



The king did not really believe this. He was sure Daniel would be eaten
alive. Sadly, he watched while his men rolled a stone over the mouth of the
den. Then he sealed the stone with the mark of his own ring so that it could not
be opened until morning.

All night, King Darius worried about Daniel. He couldn’t sleep. Early in

the morning he hurried to the den. Would Daniel be dead or alive? The king
cried out anxiously, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom
you serve continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?” Daniel’s voice
answered the king from inside the den: “My God sent His angel and shut the
lions’ mouths, so that they have not hurt me.”
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Daniel was alive! The Lord had sent an angel to protect him all through
the night.

How glad the king was! Immediately, he commanded men to open the
den and lift Daniel out. King Darius could see that he had no injuries at all from
the lions. He knew it was because Daniel worshipped the one true God.

The king punished the wicked men who had tricked him into signing the
foolish law. He had them thrown to the lions. Then King Darius wrote a new
law: that everyone in his kingdom should worship the Lord, the God of Daniel.
“For He is the living God,” the king said “He delivers and rescues, and He
works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth” (Daniel 6:26-27).



So Daniel was restored to honor and made a ruler again by the king. And

each day, he went to his room, opened his window toward Jerusalem, knelt
down and humbly prayed to the Lord.

We should never forget the words of the Psalm: “Give unto the Lord the

glory due to His name; worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness” (Psalm
29:2).
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