Five Anchors for a Life of Charity

Designed by Sarah and Grant Odhner

This card game can help us explore various aspects of charity. If we do our best to learn the Lord’s will (by
reading the Word and reflecting on it) and then use our abilities to live according to His commandments, we
will be living a life of charity. But the Lord’s Word teaches that there are five kinds of activities which make for
a balanced life: daily work, benefactions, duties, signs of charity (or piety), and recreations (see Doctrine of
Charity 129).

The five talents of the parable symbolize the spiritual enrichment we should seek for our lives. And the five
kinds of charitable activities are like five anchors that we should try to have in our lives. If we spend all of our
time working and forget to take time for recreation, we will cease to have the energy to be useful. If we spend
all of our time recreating, we will eventually be bored and unhappy, because it is a useful life that brings us
true happiness. The goal of the game is to acquire one card from each category while learning about the five
aspects of a balanced life.

Directions:
1. Print the cards onto card stock (or cover stock) and cut apart.
2. Shuffle the cards.

3. For 2 players, deal 8 cards to each. For more than 2 players, deal 6 cards to each. (Note: If there are more than 5
players, you might wish to print out another set of cards to enlarge the deck.)

4. Put the remaining cards face down to create a draw pile. Take the top card, turn it over, and place it beside the draw
pile. This will be the discard pile.

5. The player to the dealer’s left starts by choosing a card from either the draw pile or the discard pile. (If desired, have
players read aloud the cards they draw.) To finish his turn, he must discard one of his cards.

6. The game continues until one player acquires a complete set of 5 cards, one from each category and lays them
down.

7. If desired, continue playing until everyone accumulates five cards representing the five categories.
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