Christmas Tableaux

Selected Scenes from the Christmas Story

Scene 1 Manger scene (Mary and Joseph)

And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the
world should be registered. This census first took place while Quirinius was governing
Syria. So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city. Joseph also went up from
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary,
his betrothed wife, who was with child. So it was, that while they were there, the days
were completed for her to be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and
wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room
for them in the inn. Luke 2:1-7

Scene 2 Simeon Blesses the Lord (Simeon, Mary, Joseph)

Now when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were completed,
they brought Him to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord...and to offer a sacrifice
according to what is said in the law of the Lord.... And behold, there was a man in
Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man was just and devout, waiting for the
Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him
by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. So he
came by the Spirit into the temple. And when the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do
for Him according to the custom of the law, he took Him up in his arms and blessed God
and said:

Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace,
According to Your word,

For my eyes have seen Your salvation

Which You have prepared before the face of all peoples,
A light to bring revelation to the Gentiles,

And the glory of Your people Israel.”

Luke 2:22,24,25-32
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Scene 3 Wisemen at Herod's Court (Herod, Scribe, and Three Wisemen)

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, "Where is He who has been born King
of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him."

When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.

And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he
inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. So they said to him, "In Bethlehem of
Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet: 'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, Are
not the least among the rulers of Judah; For out of you shall come a Ruler Who will
shepherd My people Israel."" Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men,
determined from them what time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and
said, "Go and search carefully for the young Child, and when you have found Him, bring
back word to me, that [ may come and worship Him also." Matthew 2:1-8

Scene 4 Wisemen visit infant Jesus (Three Wisemen, Joseph and Mary)

When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen in the
East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was. When
they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.

And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His
mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures,
they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Then, being divinely warned
in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed for their own country
another way. Matthew 2:9-12

Scene 5 Flight to Egypt (Mary and Joseph)

Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream, saying, "Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there
until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him." When he
arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and departed for Egypt, and was
there until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord
through the prophet, saying, "Out of Egypt I called My Son." Matthew 2:13-15
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